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	Black History Month  
Each February, NASA joins with the nation in recognizing National Black History Month. It is a time to commemorate the enormous contributions of African Americans to our nation’s achievements. It is also a moment to reflect on how far we have come as a nation. When I was a young man, my service as NASA's first African American administrator under the nation's first Black president would have been nearly unthinkable. Through the efforts of many people of all races, our nation has changed. And, thanks to the Space Shuttle Program, and NASA's cross-disciplinary exploration missions, African Americans and many others have had access to space and also to science and technological careers. 
This year’s history month theme, "African Americans and the Civil War," pays tribute to those who fought to hold our nation together at its most divided moment. NASA joins with the rest of the country in recognizing African Americans who fought in that terrible conflict, many of whom gave their lives in defense of the ideals for which our country stands. But we remember that in the nearly 150 years since the end of the Civil War, our nation has made great progress.  
Today, President Obama challenges us to focus heavily on science and technology development to meet the country’s future needs. Here at NASA, we are proud of our continuing investments in the future of the U.S. science and technology workforce – investments that will help us win the future. 
Our current efforts to reach out to students across the country, from kindergarten to graduate school, are led by former astronaut Leland Melvin.  We are very fortunate to count Leland among our NASA Family along with the many other African American astronauts, scientists, engineers and administrators who have helped to make NASA the world’s premier science and space exploration agency. Astronauts like Guion S. Bluford, Dr. Mae Jemison, Frederick D. Gregory, and the late great Dr. Ronald McNair and Michael P. Anderson, to name just a few, pioneered a path in space. Similarly, scientists like astrochemist Dr. Emmett Chappelle, who was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame, or Dr. George Carruthers, who helped our Apollo missions be more than just flags and footprints, and Dr. Harriett Jenkins, who helped diversify the agency as head of its Equal Employment Programs, made vital contributions to the space program. Without the historic contributions of these and many others, NASA would not be the agency it is today.
I encourage you to join with me in celebrating the lives and achievements of our African American NASA Family members. In the spirit of excellence and sense of discovery exemplified by our agency, I would encourage you to participate in educational events, programs, and activities planned at your center or in your local community. Let us make this a joyful celebration and build on the hope that we all possess when we join hands to create the future together. 

Charlie B.
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