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Recognizing A Goddard Pioneer: Dr. Beth Brown

In recognition of Black History Month we salute the work of Dr. Beth Brown. As a child she dreamed of becoming an astronaut after watching Star Trek, Star Wars and other space related shows and movies. She eventually discovered her near-sighted vision made it too difficult for her to qualify. 
Beth was a very good student graduating valedictorian in 1987 from William Fleming High School in Roanoke, Va., and Suma Cum Laude from Howard University in 1991. 
During her summers at Howard, Beth would intern at Goddard Space Flight Center. Dr. Brown received her Master’s Degree in 1994 and Doctorate in 1998 from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor becoming the first African-American woman to obtain a doctorate in astronomy from that university.
After graduation, Dr. Brown returned to Goddard as a National Academy of Sciences/National Research Council post-doctoral research associate. When the post-doc position ended, she was hired as an astrophysicist working within the center's National Space Science Data Center. Dr. Brown had recently been assigned as the first Assistant Director for Science Communications and Higher Education within the Science and Exploration Directorate before her untimely death, Oct. 9, 2008, at age 39.
Her work at Goddard included co-author of several articles on the Crab Nebula and X-ray emission from early types of galaxies. She appeared on television and was often a guest speaker explaining complex scientific data and celestial events. She was involved in many Goddard outreach initiatives and was named one of the ‘Women of NASA’. 
Dr. Brown would often say, “I love my job because I get to work on several different things, and there’s always something new being discovered.” 
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